
SENATE AND HAWAII
Subcommittee to eport on

Conditions in Ilands.

EXTENT OF INQUIRY
WSTIMONY TA1EN ON MANY IEX-

PORTANT SUBJECTS.

Senators Mitchell, Burton and Poster

Will Present Their Work of the

Suminer When Congress Xeet.

Senator Mitchell.of Oregon, chairman of
the subcommittee of the Senate committee
on Pacific islands and Porto Rico. which
committee by resolution of the Senate at
last session was authorized and directed to

investigate the generaL conditions of the
islands of Hawaii, and the administration
of its affairs, has been in the city some
days, busily engaged in arranging the testi-
mony and preparing the report of the sub-
conmnittee. On request as to the partlcu-
lar direction wihich the inquiries of the
coomnittee took, and as to the probable
character of the report to be made, Senator
Mitchell said that while he had no objec-
tions to giving a general statement as to
the subjects inquired into, he could not,
until the subcommittee had submitted its
report jo the full committee and to the
Senate. indicate anything as to the nature
of the conclusions that might bo reached
on any one of the subjects investigated.
He states, however, in a general way that

the committee, composed of Senators Bur-
ton- of Kansas, Foster of Washington and
himaelf-the other two members of the
subcommittee, Senators Cockrell of Mis-
souri and Blackburn of Kentucky, being
unable to visit the islands-had visited five
of the seven inhabited islands of the terri-
tory, viz., Oahu, Mali, Hawaii, Lanal and
Mqlokai; also the cities of Honolulu, Hilo,
Lahina, Waliuku, Mountain View and a
number of other smaller towns and ports;
that :he committee had held all its ses-
slons with open doorway press and public,
and had taken the testimony of about 175
Uiv.ual w "neesof asl classea, sonje
at all of these different places; that the
committee had also heard representatives
of various representative commer3tal,
bodies, chambers of cpmmerce, boards of
trade, planters' associations, builders and
merchants' asswciations, boards of health,
bankers. maritime boards, and representa-
tive bodies representing the native Ha-
wailans; and also on application heard the
testimony of quite a number of federal and
territorial officials. including that of Gov-
ernor Dole. Secretary Cooperi Comnission-
er of Public Lands Boyd. members of the
board of health, judges of the supreme
and circuit courts and others; that the
committee visited and carefully investi-
gated the quarantine station near Honolu-
lu, and the proposed sites for milltary posts
and nava station at Honolu)u; and aso
peonally visited Honolulu and Pearl bar-
bers on the Island of Oahu, and Hilo her-
bor on the Island of Hawaii: that tetimony
was taken on the condition and wants of
each, with a view of determining as to the
necessary improvements for these harbors,

Extent of the Investigation.
"The Investigations extended," continued

the senator. "to the financial, commercial
and economic conditions generally of t!he
islands. to the status, functions and opera-
tions of all federal and territorial ofcials,
including the executive, administrative and
judicial officers, as well those appointed
by federal as by local authority; the coin-
n:ittee also examined into the topographi-
cAl, geographical and other conditions and
value of the public lands, including those
formerly known as the crown lands; the
territorial land laws, the manner of dis-
position of the public land&-which Is now
under territorial control, the general gov-
erm!ent never having extended any of the
land laws of the United States to that ter-
ritory.
"Our conm4ttee carefully inquired into

these conditions more particularly affected
by the organic act. with a view of deter-mining what if any amendments Should bemde to that act by Congress; also made
diligent inquiry into the local laws now in
force in the territory, and of the operations
of the government thereunder with a view
of determining' as to the republican and
democratic character of each.

PubUc Land Problem.
"The comnittee also made investigations,

'with a view of enabling the committee and
congress to reach correct conclusions as to
whether any legiWlation is desirable nn4
Zecessary in connection with the pjublic
lands of the territory, and as to whether
heir disposition should remain, under thedirection of congress, In the local govern-

2nent, or be taken charge of exclusively by
the general government.

''Investigations tonching several official
defalations by territorial officials were also
made, some of which pocurred before and
a number after the arrival of the committee
in the islands.

*'A careful and thorough investigation of
the management of the leper settlement on
the Island of Miolokal was made, and the
conition and mode of life of these unfor-
tunate people, with a view of determmtiinwhether the control and management ofthis settlement should remain, as now, un-der the territorial government, or be trans-ferred to the government of the UnitedStates arfti be placed under the marine hos-ptal service.

'The labor question, the relations of la-bmor to capital, wages, the question of re-
stricted immigration 6f Chinese laborers,of the cost of producing sugar on the differ-ent plantations of the Islands; also as to theadaptability of the islands for raining coffeeand the feasibility of building up that In-dustry in the islandls and the condition oftrade and commerce generally between theIslands and the mainland were also taken
In,to account by the committee."We carefully investigated the fire claimsof the territory, amounting to considerable
over $L.oO0000, arising out of the fires inci-dent to the plague in December. 1899, .andJanuary. 1900. and looked carefully Into the
manner in which these claims had been in-
vestigated by the territorial officials, asalso Into the conditions that led to the do-atruction of property at that time, the rea-
sons for and the manner of such destruc-
tion, all bearing upon the question as toiwhether the United States should or should
not assume the payment of these claims,

The Irrigation Question.
"'A considerable amount of testimony wan

taken bearing upon the question of the pro-
posed irrigation ditch In the Kohala district
of the Island of Hawaii and the conflicting
claims of the Hawaiian Ditch Company and
of another company represented by the
Msa Gebre and their associates. Thistesthmony bore,. first, upon the questionfrom e,n industrl and economic standpointas to the advisabIlity and feasibility of this
enterprise, and, secondly, as to the reset-ive rights of the two claimants. for a -nobilse.
"The investigations 4 the committee ox-tmifurther as to the neessity for publiofor custom hduces, court houseg

pest o0fices in Honolulu and Nile, alsoOto the necessty for the resoinage intoUsiiStates coIam the United States~a.of some N0.oawanan silve-
"Mpeci attention was also given to theesation as to the advisability of so amend-

the irgasis est as to require the organ-ition of county, elty and town goveru-mients. Mmh isnimosy was taken bearinsipon this quesinm.
OlIm et the ZLste Qugga,""The late queen, jiliuohlani'(Mrs. Dom-

lan), having presented to the eoammittee adehe r losses alleged to have been sue-
tained by her by reason of the loss of thecorn landsa when she was deposed, the
committee mnade a full inzveatt==gaulm as to*ecndition, dharacter and value et these~fat the time of her deposiasm a.quenmof the seene arisiag therefrom as-0iy,and sec, at the ree t her eg.t5Sstooktheetae quite a new-witneses m her bhlf
~taSisato th e I , aI""" ee sates
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